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Introduction

The 1999-00 Report of Student Performance
in Writing provides information on student
performance on the North Carolina Writing
Assessment at grades 4, 7, and 10

(English II). The annual writing assessment,
a component of the North Carolina Testing
Program, is also a component of the ABCs
Accountability Program at grades 4 and 7
(growth and performance composites) for
the 1999-00 school year. Writing at grade
10 is also included in the ABCs
Accountability Program in the Index Model
and the Performance Composite. The
measurement of writing in North Carolina
and its inclusion in the ABCs ensures that
writing as a basic skill is emphasized in
every classroom throughout each student's
academic experience. Such an emphasis
provides each student with a solid
foundation in written communication in
preparation for the competitive and global
marketplace of the twenty-first century.

The writing assessment was first added to
the North Carolina Testing Program in
1983-84 to place a greater emphasis on
writing statewide. Initially, writing was
measured in grades 6 and 9. In 1985-86, the
writing assessment at grade 9 was moved to
grade 8. English II, an end-of-course writing
assessment that focuses on world literature
other than literature from the United States
and Great Britain, was added to the
statewide testing program in 1991-92. In
1992-93, the annual assessment of writing
was expanded again to include the
measurement of narrative w- ;*;-g at grade 4.
In response to the reorganization of public
education in North Carolina and the ABCs,
in 1995-96 the statewide testing program
was reduced. The assessment of writing was
reduced from grades 4, 6, 8, and 10 (English
II) to grades 4 (narrative), 7 (descriptive or
expository), and 10 (expository), the grades

t

in which writing was assessed in North
Carolina during the 1999-00 school year.

The 1999-00 Report of Student Performance
in Writing provides a longitudinal,
comprehensive compendium of student
performance data in the area of writing. The
report was generated using aggregate student
data from North Carolina public schools,
including charter schools, and provides
information regarding student performance
at the state level at each of the score points
for grades 4, 7, and 10. In addition, state-
level performance is reported by the
percentages of students scoring at or above
2.5 in grades 4 and 7 (student performance
standard) and at or above 3.0 in grade 10
(student performance standard), by gender,
ethnicity, and category of exceptionality.
State-level results are also reported showing
how well students are able to apply standard
language conventions in their writing at
grades 4 and 7 using +'s and -'s and in
English II using an analytical score scale (1

3) in the areas of sentence formation,
usage, mechanics, and spelling. Also
included in the report are results by LEA
(stem and leaf) and charts providing the
percentages of students scoring at each of
the score points, the percentages of students
scoring at or above 2.5 for grades 4 and 7,
and the percentages of students scoring at or
above 3.0 for grade 10. The specific focused
holistic score scales and sample student
essays representing each of the score points
are also included in this report.

The purpose of this report is to provide
information about the level of student
performance in the area of writing based on
results from the annual on-demand writing
sample required during the North Carolina
Writing Assessment at grades 4, 7, and 10
(English II).

5



www.manaraa.com

1999-2000 Report of Student Performance in Writing

1999-00 Report of Student Performance in Writing

Table of Contents

List of Tables iii

List of Figures

Part I, North Carolina Writing Assessment, Grades 4 and 7

North Carolina 1999-00 Report of Student Performance in Writing 3

State-Level Summary Statistics for Grades 4 and 7 11

Copies of the Grades 4 and 7 Sample Student Responses 23

Grade 4 Narrative Composition Focused Holistic Score Scale 24

Grade 7 Expository Composition Focused Holistic Score Scale 32

Writing Assessment Grades 4 and 7, Regional by LEA Performance 39

Part II, North Carolina Test of English II, Grade 10

North Carolina 1999-00 English II Report of Student Performance, Grade 10 73

State-Level Summary Statistics for Grade 10 79

Copies of the English II Sample Student Responses 87

Expository Composition Focused Holistic Score Scale 89

Conventions Analytical Score Scale 90

English II Writing Assessment, Regional by LEA Performance 101

Appendix 117

Student Report Form, Grade 4 119

Student Report Form, Grade 7 121

List of Charter Schools 123



www.manaraa.com

1999-2000 Report of Student Performance in Writing

List of Tables

Writing, Grades 4 and 7

Table 1. Fourth Grade Reader Agreement Status 5

Table 2. Seventh Grade Reader Agreement Status 6

Table 3. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment, 1996-97 to
1999-00, Percent of Students at or above the Standard of 2.5, Grades 4 and 7 ...14

Table 4. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment, 1992-93 to
1999-00, Distribution of Narrative Writing Scores Across Years, Grade 4 18

Table 5. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment, 1995-96 to
1999-00, Distribution of Writing Scores Across Years, Grade 7 19

Table 6. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment, 1999-00,
State Scores of Students with Special Needs, Grades 4 and 7 21

Table 7. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment; 1999-00,
Grade 4, Percent of Students Scoring at or above 2.5, by LEA 41

Table 8. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment, 1999-00,
Grade 7, Percent of Students Scoring at or above 2.5, by LEA 42

Table 9a-f. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment, 1999-00,
Percent of Students at or above 2.5, Score Point Distribution, and Convention
Scores, Grade 4, by LEA and Region 43

Table 10a-f. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment, 1999-
00, Percent of Students at or above 2.5, Score Point Distribution, and
Convention Scores, Grade 7, by LEA and Region 50

Table lla-f. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment, 1999-
00, Percent of Students at or above 2.5, Grade 4, by Ethnicity, LEA, and
Region 57

Table 12a-f. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment, 1999-
00, Percent of Students at or above 2.5, Grade 7, by Ethnicity, LEA, and
Region 64

iii

7



www.manaraa.com

1999-2000 Report of Student Performance in Writing

English II, Grade 10

Table 1. English II Reader Agreement Status Across Administrations 75

Table 2. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual English II Assessment, 1996-97 to
1999-00, Percent of Students at or-above the Standard of 3.0 81

Table 3. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual English II Assessment, 1999-00,
State Scores of Students with Special Needs 85

Table 4. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual English II Assessment, 1999-00,
Percent of Students Scoring at or above 3.0, by LEA 103

Table 5a-f. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual English II Assessment, 1999-
00, Score Point Distribution and Percent of Students at or above 3.0, by LEA
and Region 104

Table 6a-f. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual English II Assessment, 1999-
00, Percent of Students at or above 3.0, by Ethnicity, LEA, and Region 110

iv 8



www.manaraa.com

1999-2000 Report of Student Performance in Writing

List of Figures

Writing, Grades 4 and 7

Figure 1. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment, 1992-93 to
1999-00, Percent of Students Scoring at or above the Standard of 2.5,
Grade 4 13

Figure 2. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment, 1995-96 to
1999-00, Percent of Students Scoring at or above the Standard of 2.5,
Grade 7 13

Figure 3. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment, 1993-94 to
1999-00, Distribution of Narrative Writing Scores, Grades 4 15

Figure 4. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment, 1993-94 to
1999-00, Distribution of Narrative Writing Scores, Grade 4 16

Figure 5. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment, 1998-99 to
1999-00, Percent of Students Scoring at or above the Standard of 2.5,
Grade 4 by Ethnicity 20

Figure 6. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment, 1995-96 to
1999-00, Distribution of Writing Scores, Grade 7 15

Figure 7. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment, 1995-96 to
1999-00, Distribution of Writing Scores, Grade 7 17

Figure 8. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment, 1998-99 to
1999-00, Percent of Students Scoring at or above the Standard of 2.5,
Grade 7 by Ethnicity 20

English II, Grade 10

Figure 1. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual English II Assessment, 1993-94
to 1999-00, Percent Scoring at Each Focused Holistic Score Point 82

Figure 2. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual English II Assessment, 1992-93
to 1999-00, Percent of Students Scoring at or above the Standard of 3.0 83

Figure 3. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual English II Assessment, 1995-96
to 1999-00, Analytics, Percent Scoring at Each Score Point 84

Figure 4. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual English II Assessment, 1998-99
to 1999-00, Percent of Students Scoring at or above the Standard of 3.0, by
Ethnicity 86



www.manaraa.com

Part I

North Carolina Writing
Assessment

Grades 4 and 7

- 10



www.manaraa.com

1999-2000 Report of Student Performance in Writing

North Carolina 1999-00 Report of Student Performance in Writing
Grades 4 and 7

Overview

Findings

The North Carolina Assessment of Writing was administered
statewide on March 7, 2000 to all students in grades 4 and 7. The
writing assessment at grade 4 measured students' composing skills
in the narrative mode While the assessment at grade 7 measured the
expository mode. Student essays at both grades were scored using a
four-point scale.

Student performance in writing increased this year at grades 4 and 7
when compared to student performance in 1998-99. Although scores
improved statewide at both grades, there was variation in student
performance in writing among schools and school districts.

At grade 4, approximately 57.6 percent of all students tested
statewide achieved a score of 2.5 or greater (the standard) compared
to 55.2 percent in 1998-99. At grade 4, the percent of students
achieving 2.5 or greater increased by 2.4 percentage points. Overall,
student performance in writing statewide at grade 4 has shown a
substantial increase since the assessment began in 1992-93 (see
Figure 1, page 13).

At grade 7, approximately 71.9 percent of all students tested
statewide achieved a score of 2.5 or greater (the standard) compared
to 70.3 percent in 1998-99. At grade 7, the percent of students
achieving 2.5 or greater increased by 1.6 percentage points. This is
the fifth year of the writing assessment at grade 7, and this year's
performance showed an increase over the four previous years (see
Figure 2, page 13).

Across both grades, higher percentages of female students than male
students received the top writing scores.

At grade 4, generally, a somewhat greater percentage of Asian
students (67.6%) achieved a score of 2.5 or higher, followed by the
percentage of White students (63.5%), Multi-racial students (58.9%),
American Indian students (51.5%), Other students (49.4%), Hispanic
students (48.3%), and Black students (46.3%).

At grade 7, the proportion of White students (77.9%) receiving
higher writing scores was slightly greater than the proportion of
Asian students (76.4%). Multi-racial students (69.8%) had the next
largest proportion receiving higher scores, followed by the
proportions of Other students (65.2%), Black students (60.8%),
Hispanic students (60.8%), and American Indian students (59.8%).

While schools are diligently preparing students to meet more
rigorous academic standards in reading, mathematics, and writing,

3
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there still is variation in performance among students, classrooms,
and ethnic groups.

Our continuing challenge is to emphasize and focus more on
communication skills in the classroom. Whether oral, visual, or
written, effective communication skills are the results of active
learning and frequent use of higher level thinking skills. The State
Board of Education has reaffirmed its belief that writing is a basic
skill that must continue to be emphasized in every classroom by
including the assessment of writing as a component of the ABCs
accountability program.

Table 3 on page 14 depicts percentages of students in the state
scoring at or above the standard of 2.5 at grades 4 and 7 for the 1997,
1998, 1999, and 2000 school years. A disaggregation by ethnicity
and gender is also provided.

The annual writing assessment, a component of the North Carolina
Testing Program, is a state-mandated assessment of student
performance in writing at grades 4 and 7.

The writing assessment was added to the North Carolina Testing
Program in 1983-84 to place a greater emphasis on writing statewide.
The revised North Carolina Standard Course of Study (SCS)
emphasizes writing as a basic skill that can be improved with
appropriate emphasis. The measurement of writing ensures that
ample time and resources are allotted for its development in the
classroom.

The writing assessment measures students' skills in two different
modes of writing. Students in grade 4 are asked to write a narrative
composition (personal or imaginative), and students in grade 7 are
asked to write an expository (clarification or point-of-view)
composition.

On the day of testing the teacher removes from a sealed envelope
individual copies of a writing prompt. At each grade the writing
prompt provides instructions that set forth the task. Each student has
fifty minutes to write a composition in response to the prompt.
Scheduled extended time may be allotted to students with special
needs and students with limited language proficiency, if appropriate.

The prompt requires students to apply their knowledge and skills in
language to demonstrate their ability to communicate information in
writing. In response to the prompt, students in grade 4 must write a
short story from something they have experienced, read, or imagined.
At grade 7, students are required to write a composition to
explain/clarify a situation/position.

12
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Each year students' scored compositions, student and classroom
scores, and scoring guides are returned to all fourth and seventh grade
teachers several weeks after scoring. Teachers are encouraged to use
the scoring guides along with the student essays to acquire a better
understanding of the scoring criteria and to interpret scores to students
and parents.

Each year summary scores are returned to each school and school
system in the state.

The expected standard for writing at grades 4 and 7 is the mid-point
score of 2.5 or above on a four-point scale. This standard represents
an achievable level and quality of writing that can be reached with
effective instruction.

By achieving a score of 2.5 or above, a student has demonstrated a
reasonable command of the particular mode of writing assessed.

The score of 2.5 is the current grade level standard that is also
reported as the accountability indicator.

Each student composition is scored by two independent readers. Each
reader assigns either a 1, 2, 3, 4, or Non-Scorable. For essays where
the two scores are discrepant by a single score point, a mid-point
score is assigned to the student's composition. For example, a student
may receive a 2.5 as a score.

There were 99,038 fourth grade public school student papers which were scored by two readers
and rescored by the scoring director if the readers differed by more than one point on the four-
point scale. The agreement rate of the readers is shown below in Table 1.

Table 1
Fourth Grade Reader Agreement Status

Total Public Perfect Agreement Adjacent Agreement Resolution Required
School Papers Percent Percent Percent

99,038 74.9 25.0 0.1

The 70 percent criterion rate for perfect agreement required by the State Board of Education was
exceeded and the resolutions required were few.

L 13
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There were 93,567 seventh grade public school student papers which were scored by two readers
and rescored if the readers differed by more than one point on the four-point scale. The
agreement rate of the readers is shown below in Table 2.

Table 2
Seventh Grade Reader Agreement Status

Total Public Perfect Agreement Adjacent Agreement Resolution Required
School Papers Percent Percent Percent

93,567 82.3 17.6 0.1

The 70 percent criterion rate for perfect agreement required by the State Board of Education was
exceeded and the resolutions required were few.

The assigned score point reflects each student's performance with
respect to a set of predetermined criteria for each score point (focused
holistic scoring). The score points define the student's command of
the mode of writing required. A generic score scale follows that
would go across modes and grades:

NS = Student response is not readable or composition is otherwise
unscorable.

1 = Student response exhibits a lack of command of the mode
of writing.

2 = Student response exhibits a weak command of the mode of
writing.

3 = Student response exhibits a reasonable command of the
mode of writing.

4 = Student response exhibits a strong command of the mode of
writing.

The quality of each composition is determined by considering the
following characteristics: (1) main idea, (2) supportive details, (3)
organization, and (4) coherence. A focused holistic score is assigned
to each student's paper based on these characteristics.

In general, responses that fall within the lower score-point range (1
and 2) of the score scale are those that, while they identified a main
idea, failed to or just met the minimum criteria for supporting details.
This is due to a loss of focus, listing of details, or a vagueness in word
choice. In these cases, characteristics of organization and coherence
are rarely a factor in determining a student's overall score. As a rule,
only those students who elaborate such that they demonstrate facility
in all or most of the four characteristics achieved higher score-point
values (3 and 4).

A second, independent score evaluates the student's performance with
respect to the usage of standard English conventions (i.e., grammar,
spelling, usage, and sentence formation). This score is reported as a
"+" or "". The "+" paper exhibits an acceptable level of skills in

6
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sentence formation, usage, and mechanics; the "-" paper does not
exhibit an acceptable level.

Each year that a mode of writing is repeated, the same scoring criteria
and score point scale or standards are used as were used in previous
years. However, the scoring guides are tailored to fit a particular
prompt and the anchor papers (i.e., papers used to exemplify score
point standards) are selected to correspond to the prompt administered
for a given year.

Students in the fourth grade were asked to write a personal narrative
composition in response to the following prompt:

One day you are reading a book. One of the characters jumps out of
the book. Write a story about what happens next.

Readers scored 99,038 public school essays for grade four. The
scores show that 57.6 percent of the fourth graders wrote well enough
to score at or above the standard of 2.5. This represents an increase
of 2.4 percentage points from the 55.2 percent who achieved this
level in 1998-99. About 4.7 percent of the fourth graders received the
highest scores of 3.5 and 4.0 in comparison to 5.5 percent last year,
and 2.8 percent received the lowest scores of 1.0 and 1.5 compared to
3.0 percent in 1998-99. Less than one percent (0.4) of the papers had
problems which made them non-scorable.

Figures 3 and 4 on pages 15 and 16 depict the distribution of
narrative composition scores for grade four across the years of
administration (see also Table 4, page 18).

For conventions, 56.7 percent of fourth-graders received a double-plus
(+ +) rating in comparison to 35.6 percent in 1998-99, while 27.6
percent obtained a plus-minus rating (+ -) in comparison to 32.7
percent last year. About 15.6 percent were assigned a double-minus
rating (- -). In 1998-99, 31.7 percent of fourth-graders received a
double-minus rating.

Gender. Approximately 62.6 percent of the female students scored at
or above the standard of 2.5 compared to 52.9 percent for male
students.

Ethnicity. About 67.6 percent of Asian students scored at or above
2.5 compared to 63.5 percent of the White students, 58.9 percent of
Multi-racial students, 51.5 percent of American Indian students, 49.4
percent of Other students, 48.3 percent of Hispanic students, and 46.3
percent of Black students (see Figure 5, page 20).

15
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Table 3 on page 14 shows the percentages of students at or above the
standard of 2.5 for each subgroup.

Table 6 on page 21 shows the percentages of students at each score
point, by Exceptionality and Limited English Proficient.

At grade 4, scores increased compared to student performance in
1998-99. Students appeared to have -little difficulty choosing a
character and responding to the prompt. However, there continued to
be certain weaknesses among student responses that prevented them
from moving into the top score points. First, the structure of the
stories dominated the content. In other words, some students spent as
much as a half a page providing a formulaic "set up" that did not
contribute to progressing the narrative action.

Secondly, many responses exhibited an overemphasis on details and
similes that did not contribute to the narrative progression. The story,
i.e., the action, became lost or impeded by the student's attempt to
provide elaboration. One example of this is as follows: "She dashed
across food making little, tiny, smaller than a dime footprints all over
with some one day old leftover bubble gum sort of candy that she had
rushed like lightening straight through." Other attempts at
elaboration consisted of listing details or pure description that were
not relevant or linked to the action of the story

Overall, it appeared that a reliance on "formula" writing (e.g.,
including three similes, long and involved "stock" introductions,
and/or irrelevant details) impeded some students' narrative writing
and resulted in the structure dominating the content.

Seventh graders were asked to write a well-organized expository
composition on the topic below.

Think about the most important job there is in your school. Name the
job and explain why you think it is the most important job in your
school.

The 1999-00 school year is the fifth year that the writing test has been
administered in grade seven. The readers scored 93,567 seventh-grade
expository compositions. The scores showed that 71.9 percent of the
seventh graders wrote well enough to score at or above the 2.5
standard compared to 70.3 percent who scored at this level on an
expository composition in 1998-99. About 5.8 percent of the seventh
graders scored 4.0 and 3.5 while 8.6 percent of seventh graders
obtained these scores in 1998-99. About 2.6 percent scored 1.0 or 1.5
this year, and 3.7 percent received these scores in 1998-99. Less than
one percent of the papers had problems, which made them non-
scorable.

8

16



www.manaraa.com

Performance of
Subgroups at
Grade 7

Assessment
Observations at
Grade 7

1999-2000 Report of Student Performance in Writing

Figures 6 and 7 on page 15 and 17 depict the distribution of grade 7
composition scores across the years of administration (see also Table
5, page 19).

About 80.2 percent of seventh graders were assigned a double-plus
(+ +) for their use of standard English conventions, and 77.5 percent
of the students received the same rating in 1998-99. The plus-minus
rating (+ ) was assigned to 14.2 percent of the papers in comparison
to 15.5 percent in 1998-99. Almost 5.6 percent were rated with the
minus-minus ( ). In 1998-99 about 7 percent of seventh grade
students received the same rating.

Gender. Approximately 79.2 percent of the female students scored at
or above the standard (2.5) compared to 64.9 percent of the males.

Ethnicity. About 77.9 percent of the White students scored at or
above the standard of 2.5 compared to 76.4 percent of the Asian
students, 69.8 percent for Multi-racial students, 65.2 percent of the
Other students, 60.8 percent of the Black students, 60.8 percent of the
Hispanic students, and 59.8 percent of the American Indian students
(see Figure 8, page 20).

Table 3 on page 14 shows the percentages of students at or above the
standard of 2.5 for each subgroup.

Table 6 on page 21 shows the percentages of students at each score
point, by Exceptionality and Limited English Proficient.

At grade 7, scores increased compared to student performance in
1998-99. Students did not appear to have difficulty choosing a most
important job and responding to the prompt with clear and relevant
reasons for their choice. However, there was an overall trend among
the responses that appeared to prevent students from achieving higher
scores; i.e., many students used a "formulaic" external organization of
paragraphs and reasons, but the organization and progression within
paragraphs was weak. Ideas within paragraphs were often repeated or
restated with little progression of the main idea. One example of this
is as follows: "A teacher is an important job so that the students can
learn. Without a teacher, how could the student learn? Teachers are
needed for students to learn. This is my first reason why I think
teachers have the most important "

Another trend was the reliance on a "formula" that included
fabricated quotes and statistics as support. While such "facts" may
provide support to the main idea, more often these "facts" were used
to restate an idea without adding any additional information or
substantive support. Students who could not effectively employ this
strategy were prevented from achieving higher scores.

9
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North Carolina

Writing Assessment

Grades 4 and 7

State-Level Summary Statistics

The following charts provide state-level summary statistics. The number tested at each grade
level and the percentage of students scoring at each of the focused holistic score point values are
provided. Longitudinal data of performance by gender and ethnicity, the performance of
students with exceptionalities, and the performance of students identified as Limited English
Proficient are also provided. The percent of students achieving the accountability standard of 2.5
is provided for all categories.
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Figure 5. North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 1998-99 to 1999-00
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Figure 8. North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 1998-99 to 1999-00
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North Carolina

Writing Assessment

Grades 4 and 7

Copies of the Grades 4 and 7 Sample Student Responses

The following pages provide copies of sample student responses from grades 4 and 7. The score
point for each response and an annotation explaining the score are provided on each
composition.
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Grade 4 Narrative
Composition
Focused Holistic
Score Scale

Score Point 4 - The response exhibits a strong command of narrative
writing. The response is focused and has an effective sequencing of
events and a clear progression of ideas. The writer provides specific,
relevant details to support ideas. The composition is unified and well
elaborated. The writer's organization provides a clear strategy or
controlled plan; the composition progresses logically and has a sense of
overall completeness.

Score Point 3 - The response exhibits a reasonable command of
narrative writing. The response is focused and establishes progression
of ideas and events although minor lapses in focus and progression may
be present. The composition contains elaboration and support in the
form of specific details. The composition may have minor weaknesses
in coherence. The writer's organization provides a reasonable sense of
logical progression and overall completeness.

Score Point 2 - The response exhibits a weak command of narrative
writing. The response exhibits some progression of ideas and events
and provides some elaboration and support. The elaboration is relevant
but may be flawed. The composition may not be evenly elaborated,
having a list-like quality with concrete supporting details. The
composition may have little connection between a controlling idea and
supporting details relevant to development.

Score Point 1 - The response exhibits a lack of command of narrative
writing. There is evidence that the writer has read the prompt and
attempted to respond to it. The writer may attempt to support ideas, but
there may be no sense of strategy or control, or the writer may exhibit
skeletal control but the response is too sparse to be scored higher than a
"1." The response may not sustain focus on the topic, may lack clarity,
and/or may have an inappropriate strategy.

NS - This code may be used for compositions that are entirely illegible
or otherwise unscorable: blank responses, responses written in a foreign
language, restatement of the prompt, and responses that are off topic or
incoherent. The Scoring Director must give permission for the use of
"NS."
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Write the final copy of your story here.
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Score Point 1
The writer has seen the prompt and attempted to respond (".. . next thing I
know a character jumps out . . ."). However, the ideas and events are
presented in random fashion and are too sparse to be scored higher than a
44 .17

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Write the final copy of your story here.
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Score Point 2
The response exhibits some progression of ideas and events ("One day I
was reading . . . all of a sudden . . . I asked ... He answered .
After that . .") presented in a list-like fashion. Some of the supporting
details do not progress the narrative (".. . mut is a mixed bread . . . choice
of either milk, water and cholate pudding. . . . chicken, mashed potatos and
milk.").
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Write the final copy of your story here.
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Score Point 3
The response is focused on the monsters and the Door maze and establishes
a progression of events ("One day I was reading ... Then the phone rang
. . . Then I heard footsteps .. . 1 started to run ... I stood up .. . So I stepped
in . .. A few minutes latter ... Then I came to a door . . So I pushed .
Then I firmly was out ...") and contains support in the form of specific
details. The writer's organization provides a reasonable sense of overall
completeness.
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Score Point 4
The response is focused on using Rumplestiltskin to help clean a room and

has an effective sequencing of events ("One Sunday night ... First I started
with the books.... I slowly turned around. ... I thought . . . He was done

. . . so when I went to put . . In about a half-hour tops . .. A small tornado
picked him up .. .") and a clear progression of ideas. The response is
unified, well elaborated, and has a sense of overall completeness.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Grade 7
Expository
Composition
Focused
Holistic Score
Scale

Score Point 4 - The response exhibits a strong command of expository
writing. The writer has focused on the subject matter and has provided
specific, relevant reasons and details to support reasons as a means of
elaboration. The writer's organization provides a clear strategy or
controlled plan with a clear sense of logical progression and overall
completeness. The composition is coherent.

Score Point 3 - The response exhibits a reasonable command of expository
writing. The writer has focused on the subject matter and given reasons to
support the main idea. Some responses contain a few well-elaborated
reasons or more reasons with less elaboration. The writer's organization
provides a reasonable sense of logical progression. The response is
generally coherent and complete overall, although minor weaknesses are
present.

Score Point 2 - The response exhibits a weak command of expository
writing. The writer has focused on the subject matter and given at least one
or two reasons or else a list of reasons with little or no elaboration. These
responses may be poorly organized and may not establish a logical
progression, but some sense of strategy exists. Some responses introduce
reasons and ideas which are not explained or related to the subject matter,
causing the reader to have to make inferences.

Score Point 1 - The response exhibits a lack of command of expository
writing. There is evidence that the writer has seen and attempted to respond
to the prompt. However, the response may not sustain focus on the topic.
The writer may attempt to support ideas, but there may be no sense of
strategy or control. Many responses exhibit skeletal control but may be too
sparse to be scored higher than a "1."

NS - This code may be used for compositions that are entirely illegible or
otherwise unscorable: blank responses, responses written in a foreign
language, restatements of the prompt, and responses that are off topic or
incoherent. The Scoring Director must give permission for the use of "NS."
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Write the final copy of your composition here.

Score Point I
The writer identifies the most important job (teacher) and attempts to
elaborate. However, the response is confusing and too sparse to be
scored higher than a "1."

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Score Point 2
The writer identifies the most important (hardest) job (principal). The
response contains three reasons ( ". disipline the students, ... go to
meetings, . teachers.") as support, however, the elaboration is
presented in a list =like manner( ".`.'.sending them to I.S.S., O.S.S, and by
off the bus suspension.").
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Write the final copy of your composition here.

lrt..pa. - I...ft.._

di O. a.

otr 0 -V IrN.T.cr.1:::L .6.Arum rer-N.

cbra Ei.,k)
NJ

%. ...ma.

'11156.11, _ALLALL 111,:s Lle 'N%-e-+

#14-.LL.) 5 %,r__41 nA5 . "t"..n.At

14,)(10 1:1J4-1w* OA-J.-NA teit%

0.-"JA p .X.es g-ka. _Like 41.AledfFN t ) h err% e4

Carrt_rk .

r.. rv.-44.G1 ; ,..r.redi

v,AN_Atts
. .

IN:A.C1cVner.e-,

.1../yrILre---10-12 .raL Vrt P r41,-to c%rf-; ck_re

4. ,--j,--j ft% f? (.1trk0EDL1 0

bti 1,1..
n..Loott, ,LA-kst

1cNAN.4 A3 t 4O _. ..k."..A5CP %Pre< !e, i1\-"eNe4

rTh P.%-/k .N1-A A rN,&N ints094._ 4-eN ...,AND 0.fr-v1

Al.....

FrLAJ-,) C_MA_J.11%* -inn 40

en." (4_1!)-4.4-e/ hin-w o_....
,A,LJn 4.4WrNv0 _IL, .4.4_,MA-A 42..At5t

rrna. e4,1_0 4 34 Lki..c1pk.O.Act iHri
A? anvezio_

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

46
35



www.manaraa.com

m4-
inx ro-e+ ,Lirti.

-3"4 _tUNLAr..-. "Alt

...)-0.._fi, (Irk.; *54 .r.arkAA,j_s_ketN.k ctkNa

G . u, T111% te-s-n die S/tct t_a./N r1

T.ANL V- _MLA

- a - .

0.44 .3=211.

..- .445

as-t) rac _Gab ALL/Na akttc.A_Oho

. k&D ta. elANati 4-4* es__A.t)

.11.k.1) 6 t
-

_O %- 4 kteW-fiN. t3L44 vier .11N-L t_..e%

i-111 1.TO et.1 ae %t.4%.e.A. itt C

Nk.ts.xla k,s1,_,_prry.,D 0

Score Point 3
The writer identifies the most important job (teacher). The response
contains three elaborated reasons ("... role models .. . teach the kids .
get you ready for the world") and provides a reasonable sense of logical
progression and overall completeness.

BESTCOPYAVAILABLE
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Write the final copy of your composition here.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Score Point 4
The writer identifies the most important job (guidance counselor) and
provides three specific reasons (". . . helps resolve conflicts, helps kids
learn, and helps students fmd jobs.") and details to support those reasons.
The composition progresses logically and has a sense of overall
completeness.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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1999-2000

North Carolina

Writing Assessment

Grades 4 and 7

Regional by LEA Performance

Tables 7 through 12 provide the number of students tested, percentage of students at each score
point, and the percentage scoring at or above the standard of 2.5 for each of the LEAs by region
(former six Technical Assistance Centers configurations). Performance by ethnicity is also
provided for each LEA.
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Table 7. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment, 1999-00, Grade 4,
Percent of Students Scoring at or above 2.5, by LEA

State Percent 2000 LEA Performance
100
...

Mountain Community**

80
...

Bridges**

74 Watauga
73
...

Magellan**

71
...

Mount Airy City

69 Arapahoe**, Caswell
68 Lincoln, Wake
67 Avery, Chatham, Elkin City, Francine Delany**, Kings Mountain City
66 Burke, Dare, Iredell-Statesville, Polk
65 Asheville City, Catawba, Davidson, Gaston, Sampson, Swain, Weldon City
64 Buncombe, Chapel Hill-Carrboro City
63 Cherokee, Hickory City, Orange, Quality Education**, Roanoke Rapids City
62 Cabarrus, Charlotte/Mecklenburg, Guilford, Person, Surry
61 Ashe, Brunswick, Henderson, Winston-Salem/Forsyth
60 Caldwell, Chatham Charter**, Columbus, Evergreen Community**, Moore, Pitt, Sterling Montessori**, Wilkes
59 Clay, Currituck, Davie, Duplin, Graham, Halifax, Haywood, Mitchell, Transylvania, Union

2000 State 58 Craven, Cumberland, Harnett, Johnston, Lee, Lenoir
57 Anson, Bladen, Forsyth Academies**, Macon, Stokes
56 Alamance-Burlington, Alexander, Randolph, Rutherford, Wayne

1999 State 55 Clinton City, Jackson, Perquimans, Shelby City
54 Cleveland, Pender, Rockingham

1995 State 53 Alleghany, Granville, Scotland
1996,1998 State 52 Jones, Nash-Rocky Mount, Northampton, Ons low

51 New Hanover, Newton Conover City, Robeson
50 Brevard Academy**, Durham, Gates, Orange Co. Charter**

1997 State 49 Beaufort, Franklin, Greene, Rowan-Salisbury, Wilson, Yadkin
48 Camden, Mooresville City, Pamlico, Thomasville City
47
...

Greensboro Academy", Stan ly, Yancey

44 Vance Charter**
43 Carteret, Hoke, McDowell, Northeast Raleigh**
42 Madison
41 Kannapolis City, Richmond, Warren, Whiteville City
40 Montgomery, Quest Academy**, Vance
39 C.G. Woodson**, Franklin Academy**
38 Bertie, Elizabeth City/Pasquotank, Healthy Start**
37 Hertford
36 Edgecombe, Hyde, Tiller School**
35 Children's Village Academy**, Edenton/Chowan, Martin, S.B. Howard", Village Charter**, Washington

1994 State 34
33
...

Harnett Early Childhood**, Research Triangle**

31 Asheboro City
30
...

East Wake Academy**

27 Maureen Joy**
26 Tyrrell
25 Lexington City, Phase Academy**
24 STARS**

1993 State 23
22 Englemann**, Omuteko Gwamaziima **
21 Rocky Mt Charter Public**
20
...

River Mill Charter**

17 American Renaissance**, Sugar Creek**, Turning Point**, Woods Charter**
16 Summit Charter**
15
..

East Winston Primary"

12 Lincoln Charter**, Rowan Academy** BEST COPY AVAILABLE
11. .. SPARC Academy** ,

0 Carter Community", Community Charter", Crossnore Academy", The Learning Center"
* Grandfather Academy"

Notes: A narrative writing prompt was administered each year. The percent of students scoring 2.5 or better is determined by using the Accountability Standard formula,
which is the sum of students scoring 2.5, 3.0, 3.5, and 4.0 divided by the total number tested, rounded to the nearest whole number.

Data are not reported where number tested is fewer than five.
**Denotes a charter school. For reporting purposes the charter school name has been abbreviated. The complete charter school name can be found in the Appendix.
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Table 8. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment, 1999-00, Grade 7,
Percent of Students Scoring at or above 2.5, by LEA

State Percent 2000 LEA Performance
IOU Chatham Charter**, Magellan**

95 Exploris**

93 Yancey

91 Watauga

88 Dare, Surry
87 Ashe, Richmond, Stan ly
86 Elkin City, Moore, Mooresville City

84 Weldon City
83 Catawba, Cherokee, Pender, Swain
82 Burke, Chapel Hill-Carrboro City, Scotland, Summit Charter**
81 Avery, Caldwell, Davidson
80 Alamance-Burlington, Cabarrus, Cleveland, Henderson, Jackson, Johnston, Newton Conover City,

Quest Academy**, Rowan-Salisbury
79 Brunswick, Gaston, Macon, Mount Airy City, Sankore School**
78 Alexander, Carteret, Elizabeth City/Pasquotank, Granville, Montgomery, Nash-Rocky Mount
77 Caswell, Clinton City, Rockingham
76 Asheboro City, Cumberland, 1redell-Statesville, Pamlico, Wayne, Winston-Salem/Forsyth
75 Haywood, Hickory City
74 Buncombe, Chatham, Clay, Edenton/Chowan, Lee, River Mill Charter**, Yadkin
73 Camden, Duplin, Wilkes

2000 State 72 Franklin, Lake Norman**, New Hanover, Perquimans, Sampson, Shelby City
71 Charlotte/Mecklenburg, Davie, Francine Delany**, Imani Institute**, Lincoln, Madison, Rutherford, Wake

1999 State 70 Beaufort, Downtown Middle**, Guilford, Northampton
69 Columbus, Harnett, Person
68 Brevard Academy**, Lenoir
67 Anson, Graham, Lincoln Charter**, Union
66 Alleghany, American Ren. Middle**, Martin, Orange, Stokes, Wilson
65 Gates, Halifax
64 Bertie, Bridges**, Lexington City, Pitt

1998 State 63 Mitchell, Polk, Randolph
62 Currituck, Durham
61 Bladen, Thomas Jefferson**

1996 State 60 Hoke, Kings Mountain City, Vance
59 Asheville City

57 Craven, Transylvania
56 MAST**, Oma's Inc. **, Roanoke Rapids City, Robeson, The Learning Center**

1997 State 55 Kannapolis City, Ons low
54 Jones, Sterling Montessori**
53 Edgecombe, McDowell
52 Evergreen Community**
51 Warren, Whiteville City
50 Woods Charter**
49 Arapahoe*
48 Hyde
47 C.G. Woodson**, Orange Co. Charter**

43 Kestrel Heights**, Omuteko Gwamaziima**, Thomasville City
42 Tyrrell
41 Greene
40 Quality Education**
39 Phase Academy**
38 Hertford

34 Washington

32 Right Step**
31 Village Charter**

29 S.B. Howard**
28 Rocky Mt Charter Public**
27 East Wake Academy**

23 SPARC Academy**

21 Carter Community**
'; C D. Crossnore Academy*"

12 CIS Academy**

9

0

Provisions Academy** BEST COPY AVAILABLE
Lift Academy**, Success Academy**
Urandtather Academy**, Kennedy Charter**, Lakeside School**

Notes: An expository or descriptive writing prompt was administered each year. The percent of students scoring 2.5 or better is determined by using the Accountability

Standard formula, which is the sum of students scoring 2.5, 3.0, 3.5, and 4.0 divided by the total number tested, rounded to the nearest whole number.

Data are not reported where number tested is fewer than five.
**Denotes a charter school. For reporting purposes the charter school name has been abbreviated. The complete charter school name can be found in the Appendix.
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Overview

Findings

1999-2000 Report of Student Performance in Writing

North Carolina
1999-2000 English II Report of Student Performance

Grade 10

The English II Assessment of Writing, an end-of-course test, is a
component of the North Carolina Statewide Testing Program. It is a state-
mandated assessment of student performance in writing at grade 10 that
focuses on world literature other than British or American.

The North Carolina Assessment of English II was administered statewide
in November 1999 and March 2000. This is the ninth year the English II
assessment has been given to all English II students. Student essays are
scored on a six-point scale for content and a three-point, four-domain scale
for conventions. A standard of 3.0 for English II (Level III or above) was
adopted by the State Board of Education in September 1997. (Previous
reports used a reference point of 3.5.)

Student performance in English II increased this year when compared to
student performance in 1998-99. Although scores improved statewide,
there was variation in student performance in English II among schools and
school districts.

Statewide student performance in English II increased by 1.2 percentage
points when compared to the previous year. In 1999-00 approximately
58.0 percent of all students who took the test achieved a score of 3.0 (the
standard) or greater. In 1998-99, 56.8 percent of the students who took the
test achieved a score of 3.0 or greater.

Higher percentages of female students than male students received the top
writing scores.

Generally, a greater percentage of White students (65.5%) received higher
English II scores followed by the percentage of Asian students (58.6%),
Multi-racial students (57.2%), Other Students (52.6%), Hispanic students
(50.4%), American Indian students (44.6%), and Black students (41.3%).

While North Carolina schools continue to work diligently preparing
students to meet more rigorous standards in the basic academic areas, in
writing there is variation in performance among students, classrooms,
schools, and ethnic groups.

Our continuing challenge is to emphasize and focus more on
communication skills in the classroom. Whether oral, visual, or written,
effective communication skills are the result of active learning and frequent
use of higher level thinking skills. The State Board of Education has
reaffirmed its belief that writing is a basic skill that must continue to be
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What is the
English II
Essay
Assessment?

How is the
English II
Essay
administered?

How are scores
reported?

1999-2000 Report of Student Performance in Writing
emphasized in every classroom by including the assessment of writing as a
component of the ABCs Accountability Program.

Providing students with a solid educational foundation in writing and
communication skills ensures that they are better prepared to become
successful and competitive in the global marketplace of the twenty-first
century.

Table 1 on page 81 depicts percentages of students in the state scoring at
or above the current accountability reference point of 3.0. A

disaggregation by ethnicity and gender is also provided.

The North Carolina Test of English II, a component of the North Carolina
Statewide Testing Program, is a state-mandated assessment of student
performance in writing at grade 10.

The English II writing assessment was added to the North Carolina Testing
Program in 1991-92 to place a greater emphasis on writing statewide. The
revised North Carolina Standard Course of Study (SCS) emphasizes
writing as a basic skill that can be improved with appropriate emphasis.
The measurement of writing ensures that ample time and resources are
allotted for the development of the writing process in the classroom.

The purposes of the English II test are to assess mastery of the writing
curriculum, to assess the application of grammatical skills, and to assess
achievement of literary analysis. All students enrolled in English II are
required to respond to an expository, literature-based prompt for their
writing task.

On the day of testing, the teacher removes from a sealed envelope
individual copies of a writing prompt. The writing prompt provides
instructions that set forth the task. Each student has 100 minutes to write a
composition in response to the prompt. Scheduled extended time may be
allotted to students with special needs, or students with limited language
proficiency, if appropriate.

Each year students' scored compositions, student and classroom scores,
and scoring guides are returned to English II teachers several weeks after
scoring. Teachers are encouraged to use the scoring guides along with the
student essays to acquire a better understanding of the scoring criteria and
to interpret scores for students and parents. Teachers receive a class roster
with focused holistic scores as well as analytic scores for conventions for
each student.

Each year summary scores are returned to all schools and school systems
in the state.
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How are the
compositions
scored?

1999-2000 Report of Student Performance in Writing

Each student composition is scored by two independent readers. The
composition is assigned a 0 - 6 or Non-Scorable score by each reader. For
an essay where the two scores are discrepant by a single score point, a mid-
point score is assigned to the student's composition. For example, a
student may receive 2.5, 3.5, 4.5, etc. as a score.

There were 82,418 English II public school student papers which were scored by two readers and re-
scored by the scoring director if the readers differed by more than one point on the six-point scale.
The agreement rate of the readers is shown below in Table 1.

Table 1
English II Reader Agreement Status Across Administrations

Total Public Perfect Agreement Adjacent Agreement Resolution Required
School Papers Percent Percent Percent

82,418 77.1 22.7 0.3

The 65 percent criterion rate for perfect agreement required by the State Board of Education was
exceeded and the resolutions required were few.

The assigned score point reflects each student's performance with respect
to a set of criteria for each score point (focused holistic scoring). The
score points define the student's command of the mode of writing required.
The quality of each composition, regardless of mode, is determined by
considering the following characteristics: (1) main idea, (2) supportive
details, (3) organization, and (4) coherence. A focused holistic score is
assigned to each student's paper based on these characteristics.

A second, independent evaluation assesses every student's performance in
each of the following four areas of conventions: sentence formation,
usage, mechanics, and spelling. An analytic score is assigned and reported
for each of the four areas.

Every year the same scoring criteria and score point scale or standards are
used as were used in previous years. However, the scoring guides are
tailored to fit a particular prompt and the anchor papers (i.e., papers used to
exemplify score point standards) are selected to correspond to the prompt
administered for a given year.
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Results of the
English II
Essay Test

Performance
of subgroups

1999-2000 Report of Student Performance in Writing

For the March English II Assessment, students were asked to write a well-
organized composition in response to the following prompt:

In many works of literature, a minor secondary character fulfills a specific
function. The minor character may provide comic relief serve as a contrast
or foil to the main character, provide a different point of view, or perform
some other function.

From the novels, short stories, full-length plays, poems, biographies, and
autobiographies you have read, choose one work that has a minor
character and explain the purpose of the minor character, the effect he/she
has on the main character, and his/her effect on the overall work. The work
you choose must be from world literature other than British literature
(England, Ireland, Scotland, and Wales) and American (United States)
literature. Give the title and, if you remember, the author of the work.

For the 1999-00 school year across all cycles, readers scored 82,418 public
school essays for English II. The scores show that 58.0 percent of the
students wrote well enough to score at or above 3.0. This represents an
increase of 1.2 percentage points from the 56.8 percent who achieved this
level in 1998-99. About 0.2 percent of the students received the highest
scores of 5.5 and 6.0, and 7.7 percent received the scores of 1.0 and 1.5.
Approximately 1.3 percent of the papers were blank, unreadable, or off-
topic in comparison to 1.5 percent in 1998-99 (see Figure 1 and Figure 2,
pages 82 and 83).

The convention score is an analytic score reported in four areas: sentence
formation, usage, mechanics, and spelling. The scale within each area is a 3
point scale with a score of 3 being a paper containing one or two minor
errors in a particular area. In sentence formation, 46.6 percent scored a 3 (an
increase from 43.3 percent in 1998-99) while 11.0 percent were rated a
score of 1 (a decrease from 12.5 percent in 1998-99). In usage, 10.2 percent
of students earned a 3 (an increase from 8.2 percent in 1998-99) while 43.1
percent received a 1 (a decrease from 45.0 percent in 1998-99). In
mechanics, 23.1 percent had a score of 3 and 21.3 percent had a score of 1
as compared to 1998-99 with 25.0 percent and 18.4 percent respectively.
Also, 19.8 percent received a score of 3 in spelling (21.1 percent in 1998-
99), and 29.7 percent obtained a score of 1 (27.8 percent in 1998-99). (See
Figure 3, page 84)

Gender. Approximately 65.0 percent of the female students scored at or above
3.0 compared to 51.1 percent for male students.

Ethnicity. About 65.5 percent of the White students scored at or above 3.0
compared to 58.6 percent for Asian students, 57.2 percent for Multi-racial
students, 52.6 percent for Other students, 50.4 percent for Hispanic students,
44.6 percent for American Indian students, and 41.3 percent for Black students.
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1999-2000 Report of Student Performance in Writing

Table 2 on page 81 shows the percentages of students at or above
3.0 for each subgroup (see also Figure 4, page 86).

Table 3 on page 85 shows the percentages of students at each
score point, by Exceptionality and Limited English Proficient.

Assessment At grade 10, scores increased compared to student performance in 1998-99.
observations More students achieved a score of 3.0; however, fewer students attained

scores at the higher end of the score scale. The latter appears to have
resulted from students neglecting to select details carefully and relate them
to the main idea. In other words, many responses focused more on plot
summary and irrelevant details than on literary analysis and elaboration that
were closely linked to the main idea. While details from a text can and
should be used effectively as elaboration, students must be selective in
choosing details that are relevant to supporting the main idea, rather than
lapsing into excessive plot summary.
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1999-00

North Carolina

English II

Writing Assessment

State-Level Summary Statistics

The following charts provide state-level summary statistics. The number tested in English II, the
percentage of students scoring at each of the focused holistic score point values, and the
percentage of students scoring at or above 3.0 is provided for all categories of students. In
addition, the percentage of students achieving the score points in sentence formation, usage,
mechanics, and spelling are graphically depicted
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Table 2. North Carolina Testing Program
Annual English II Assessment, 1996-97 to 1999-00

Percent of Students at or above the Standard of 3.0

Group Percent of Students English II (Grade 10)

Number Tested

1996-97

100.0%

1997-98

100.0%

1998-99

100.0%

1999-00

100.0%

1996-97

79,662

Percent

1997-98 1998-99

81,260 81,563

At or Above 3.0

1999-00

82,418

All Students 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 49.7% 46.0% 56.8% 58.0%

Gender
Female 50.0% 50.3% 50.0% 49.9% 56.7% 52.6% 63.3% 65.0%
Male 50.0% 49.8% 50.0% 50.1% 43.0% 39.3% 50.4% 51.1%

Ethnicity
American Indian 1.6% 1.5% 1.6% 1.5% 30.1% 30.0% 41.1% 44.6%
Asian 1.4% 1.6% 1.7% 1.9% 57.3% 51.9% 59.1% 58.6%
Black 28.1% 27.7% 27.6% 26.6% 33.1% 29.1% 38.8% 41.3%
Hispanic 1.5% 1.7% 1.8% 2.2% 42.0% 37.7% 47.3% 50.4%
Multi-racial 1.4% 1.5% 1.4% 1.5% 53.4% 46.5% 55.5% 57.2%
White 64.9% 64.8% 64.9% 65.4% 57.4% 53.7% 65.2% 65.5%
Other 1.1% 1.2% 1.0% 0.9% 53.9% 43.5% 54.9% 52.6%

Notes:

- The Accountability Standard formula is the percent of students scoring at or above 3.0 (i.e., the sum of students

scoring 3.0, 3.5, 4.0, 4.5, 5.0, 5.5 and 6.0 divided by the total number tested).

- Due to rounding, some categories may not sum to 100%.
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White

Asian

Multi-racial

Figure 4. North Carolina Testing Program
Annual English II Assessment, 1998-99 to 1999-00

Percent of Students Scoring at or above the Standard of 3.0
by Ethnicity
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1999-00

North Carolina

English II

Writing Assessment

Copies of the English II Sample Student Responses

The following pages provide copies of sample student responses from English II. The score point
for each response and an annotation explaining the score are provided on each composition.

87
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Expository
Composition
Focused Holistic
Score Scale

1999-2000 Report of Student Performance in Writing

Score Point 6 - The response exhibits a strong command of expository
writing and an expository writing strategy. It is focused and has a fluent,
clear progression of ideas and evenness of development. The writer
clearly develops all parts of the prompt and uses an appropriate and
highly effective approach (i.e., tone, point of view, originality). An
appropriate sense of audience exists. Sentence structure is varied and
effective, and word choice demonstrates the ability to use a wide
vocabulary skillfully. If a literary work is referred to, the work must be
from world literature (other than American or British literature). There is
a sense of overall completeness.

Score Point 5 - The response exhibits a strong command of expository
writing. The writer uses specific details and clearly links events and
relationships. A few minor flaws in coherence may be present. The
writer addresses all aspects of the prompt and uses effective vocabulary
and sentence structure. If a literary work is referred to, the work must be
from world literature (other than American or British literature). An
appropriate sense of audience exists. There is a sense of overall
completeness.

Score Point 4 - The response exhibits a command of expository writing,
is focused and establishes progression of ideas and events although
minor lapses in focus and progression may be present. Papers scored "4"
have an organizational pattern, but minor flaws may exist or aspects of
the prompt may be missing. If a literary work is referred to, the work
must be from world literature (other than American or British literature).

Score Point 3 - The response exhibits a reasonable command of
expository writing. There is some progression of ideas and events and
some elaboration and support. The elaboration may be flawed, but it has
relevance to the requirements of the prompt. The papers are generally
coherent. Although these papers are focused on the prompt, some may
not address all aspects of the prompt.

Score Point 2 - The response exhibits a weak command of expository
writing. There is evidence that the writer has seen the prompt and
responded to it, although the response may be unclear. Some responses
may have little or no sense of connection between a controlling idea and
supporting details relevant to development. Other responses may have a
sense of focus but may lose it. The composition may be too sparse to be
scored higher.

Score Point 1 - The response exhibits a lack of command of expository
writing. There is evidence that the writer has seen and attempted to
respond to the prompt. However, the response may not sustain focus on
the topic. There may be no sense of strategy or control, or they may be
too sparse to be scored higher.

Score Point 0 - The response addresses a literary work but is incorrect in,
its perception of the literary concept.

Non-Scorable - The response is off-topic, unreadable, or blank.
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Conventions
Analytical Score
Scale

1999-2000 Report of Student Performance in Writing

Sentence Formation
Score Point 1: Exhibits weak control of sentence formation. Contains
several major errors and/or frequent minor errors.

Score Point 2: Exhibits marginal control of sentence formation.
Contains one or two major errors and/or several minor errors.

Score Point 3: Exhibits strong control of all aspects of sentence
formation with only an occasional minor error.

Usage
Score Point 1: Exhibits weak control of usage. Contains several major
errors and/or frequent minor errors.

Score Point 2: Exhibits marginal control of usage. Contains one or two
major errors and/or several minor errors.

Score Point 3: Exhibits strong control of all aspects of verb usage,
pronoun usage, and other usage with only an occasional minor error.

Mechanics
Score Point 1: Exhibits weak control of mechanics. Contains several
major errors and/or frequent minor errors.

Score Point 2: Exhibits marginal control of mechanics. Contains one or
two major errors and/or several minor errors.

Score Point 3: Exhibits strong control of all aspects of mechanics with
only an occasional minor error.

Spelling
Score Point 1: Exhibits weak control of spelling. Contains several
major errors and/or frequent minor errors.

Score Point 2: Exhibits marginal control of spelling. Contains one or
two major errors and/or several minor errors.

Score Point 3: Exhibits strong control of spelling with only an
occasional error.

90
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Write the final copy of your composition here.

74 tAelAy works' o$ I i-i-ra..4-ure , o minor sec.ordary
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Score Point 1

The writer has selected The Bet and attempts to respond to the prompt. However, the response is
sparse and consists primarily of plot summary.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Write thelinsd Copy_of your composition here.
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Score Point 2

The writer has selected The Iliad and identifies Patroclus as the minor character. While the
response attempts to list effects Patroclus has on Achilles, it is too sparse for a higher score.
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Score Point 3
The writer has selected Shizuko's Daughter, organizes the response around the prompt, and
identifies Shizuko's role as a minor character. While the response contains some concrete details,
the elaboration is sometimes flawed.
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Score Point 4

The writer has selected All Quiet on the Western Front and focuses on the use of Kantorek as a
minor character. The response establishes a progression of ideas and events and contains support
in the form of specific details.
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Score Point 5

The writer has selected Cry, the Boloved Country and uses specific details to show how Arthur
Jarvis was "a minor character who had a major influence on everyone and everything around
him." Events and relationships are clearly linked, and there is a sense of overall completeness.
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Score Point 6
The writer has selected Cervante's Don Quixote De La Mancha and clearly focuses on how
Snacho Panzer, the minor character, "... plays a key role in determining the outcome of their
adventures ..." and influences the entire novel. The response has a strong progression of ideas
and events, includes specific, relevant details, varied and effective sentence structures, and an
effective vocabulary. There is a definite sense of overall completeness.

BESTCOPYAVAILABLE

100



www.manaraa.com

1999-00

North Carolina

English II

Writing Assessment

Regional by LEA Performance

Tables 4, 5, and 6 provide the number of students tested, percentage of students achieving each of
the focused holistic score points, and the percentage of students scoring at or above 3.0 for each
of the LEAs by region (former six Technical Assistance Centers configurations). Performance by
ethnicity is also provided for each LEA.
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State

Table 4. North Carolina Testing Program Annual English II Assessment, 1999-00,
Percent of Students Scoring at or above 3.0, by LEA

PCT 2000 LEA Performance

2000 State

1999 State

1997 State

1996 State

1998 State

1995 State

1994 State

1993 State

89 lay

85 Yancey

84 Chapel Hill-Carrboro City

80

79

78

76

Rockingham

Elkin City, Mount Airy City
Mitchell

Davie, Graham, New Hanover, Polk

74 Lee, Stan ly

73 Avery, Cabarrus, Gaston
72 Henderson, Kings Mountain City, Raleigh Charter High
71 Burke, Cherokee, Edenton/Chowan, Whiteville City
70 Ashe

69 Haywood, Hickory City, Surry, Union
68 Asheboro City, Jackson
67 Madison
66 Alamance-Burlington, Caldwell. Harnett
65 Buncombe, Pender, Swain, Transylvania

63 Camden, Cleveland, Currituck, Edgecombe, Newton Conover City, Sampson. Watauga
62 Moore
61 Alexander, Brunswick, Catawba, Shelby City
60 Charlotte/Mecklenburg, Cumberland, Richmond, Rutherford
59 Asheville City
58 Clinton City, McDowell. Nash-Rocky Mount, Person, Scotland. Wake
57 Chatham, Columbus, Davidson, Northampton, Ons low, Randolph, Wilkes
56 Lenoir, Winston-Salem/Forsyth
55 Craven, Roanoke Rapids City, Wilson
54 Iredell-Statesville, Johnston, Lincoln, Perquimans
53 Mncon, New Century
52 Alleghany, Franklin, Guilford, Pamlico
51 Anson, Beaufort
50 Dare, Kannapolis City, River Mill Charter"
49 Montgomery, Mooresville City, Vance, Yadkin
48 Dtiplin, Orange, Pitt
47 Gates, Granville, Martin, Stokes
46 Carteret

44 Diirham, Elizabeth City/Pasquotank, Rowan-Salisbury

41 Hoke, Washington
40 Bettie, Robeson
39 Hertford

37 Thomasville City
36 Bladen, Wayne
35 Lexington City

33

32 Caswell, Hyde
31 Halifax, Tyrrell
30 Woods Charter

28 Greene

27

23 Weldon City
22 Jones

20 Warren

17 Lakeside School"

10 Cape Lookout Marine

4 Oma's Inc. "

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

0 Crossnore Academy, J.H. Baker Jr High, Kennedy Charter, Kestrel Heights,
Laurinburg Lift Academy, Provisions Academy*, Right Step, Wayne Academy"
Grandfather Academy*, Laurinburg Homework, Quest Academy*, Thomas Jefferson

Liles Inc percent of students sconng J.1) or tier is detaining y using the ccounta btandant tormuta, wmcn is the sum of ant ents scoring 3.0, .3, U, 3,and 6.0 divided by the total number tested, rounded to the nearest whole number.
llata are not reported where number tested is tewer than live.

llenotes a charter school. For reporting purposes the charter school name has been
abbreviated. The complete charter school name can be tound in the Appendix.
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North Carolina Charter Schools, 1999-2000

American Renaissance Charter School

American Renaissance Middle School

Arapahoe Charter School

Brevard Academy

Bridges Charter School

Cape Lookout Marine Science High School

Carter Community School

Carter G. Woodson School of Challenge

Chatham Charter School

Children's Village Academy

CIS Academy

Community Charter School

Crossnore Academy

Developmental Day School

Dillard Academy

Downtown Middle School

East Wake Academy

East Winston Primary School

Elizabeth Grinton Academy

Engelmann School of the Arts and Sciences

Evergreen Community Charter School

Exploris Middle School

Forsyth Academies

Francine Delany New School for Children

Franklin Academy

Grandfather Academy

Greensboro Academy

Harnett Early Childhood Academy

Healthy Start Academy Charter

Highland Charter Public School

Imani Institute Charter School

John H. Baker, Jr., High School

Kennedy School

Kestrel Heights School

Lake Norman Charter School

Lakeside School

Laurinburg Charter School

Laurinburg Homework Center Charter School

Lift Academy
Lincoln Charter School

Magellan Charter School

MAST School

Maureen Joy Charter School

New Century Charter School

Northeast Raleigh Charter Academy

Oma's Inc. Charter School

Omuteko Gwamaziima

Orange County Charter School

PHASE Academy of Jacksonville

Provisions Academy

Quality Education Academy

Quest Academy

Raleigh Charter High School

Research Triangle Charter Academy

Right Step Academy

River Mill Charter School

Rocky Mount Charter Public School

Rowan Academy

Sallie B. Howard School

Sandhills Theatre Arts Renaissance School (STARS)

Sankore School

SPARC Academy

Stanly County Community Outreach Charter School

Sterling Montessori Academy

Success Academy

Sugar Creek Charter School

Summit Charter School

The Learning Center

The Mountain Community School

Thomas Jefferson Classical Academy

Tiller School
Turning Point Academy

Vance Charter School

Village Charter School

Wayne County Technical Academy

Woods Charter School
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